One patient, for instance, was found post-mortem to be suffering from abdominal carcinoma, another died from diphtheria. Including the above, however, I find that twenty-four of the cases which died had been admitted with more or less extensive peritonitis, and that seventeen of these were so ill on admission that either they were not operated upon at all, or at most drainage was effected under local anaesthesia or with the aid of gas and oxygen. The other seven had an appendicectomy performed as well, and in the case of two of them an immediate drainage of the bowel was effected at the same time. In five of the remainder abscess formation had taken place. Of Drainage under a local anaesthetic or with the help of gas and oxygen and followed by the Fowler position, starvation, rectal subcutaneous or intravenous saline, and plenty of morphia gives better results than follow more extensile and radical operations. The mortality in such cases is bound to be high whatever the treatment adopted, and our one hope for better results than we are now getting lies in earlier diagnosis and earlier operation.
reference.
